
 
Crop update as of 20 May 2014 

 
 
AMITOM countries  
 
European Union: 
France 
In the south-east the planting took place in good conditions and is nearly finished. In the south-
west only about 50% of the surfaces have been planted due to rains. Cool temperatures at night 
delayed the initial growth of the plants in the first fields planted but they have since recovered 
with some fields even early on schedule. There is no change in the total surface or volume 
forecast.    
 
Greece  
The conditions are mostly normal. There was some delay in transplanting due to wet weather 
during the last 2 to 3 weeks but operations have now restarted. There may be a small delay in the 
crop but it should be caught up, especially as weather conditions are good, with high 
temperatures already. The forecast remains the same at 480 000 MT.  
 
Italy 
South: To date, about 60% of the surfaces have been planted. There have been some delays 
with more rains than usual, with some interruption last week but transplanting has started again. 
The small delay should be caught with if the weather improves. The increase in surfaces planted 
is confirmed so the forecast remains unchanged.   
North: The situation is normal with transplanting mostly as scheduled. The forecast is maintained 
at 2.4 million tonnes. 
The total forecast for Italy remains 4.8 million MT. 
 
Portugal   
In Portugal little has changed since our last report. Weather continues to be good and planting is 
approaching completion. All planting will probably be completed by the 5-10 June. 
The warm weather and early start to planting in 2014 will means that harvest is likely to start 
during the last week of July. 
Forecast at this stage remains unchanged (1.2 million MT). 
 
Spain 
Like in the north of Italy, conditions have been good and transplanting done according to 
schedule and nearly finished. The forecast is increased to 2.25 million MT. 
  
Non EU-countries: 
Bulgaria  
Transplanting only started last week with a delay of 2 to 3 weeks due to rain and a bunching of 
the crop is expected. Total crop size is estimated at 40 000 to 45 000 MT.  
 
Iran  
The weather is currently very good and planting progresses well. Total planting area for fresh 
market and processing is estimated 170,000 hectares, and the total volume of tomato processing 
is foreseen to be more than 2,000,000 MT. 
The price is estimated to be 100 USD/MT at the factory gate and will be fixed week by week 
during harvesting. 
 



Russia 
Transplanting is nearly finished and the weather is favourable. The forecast is maintained at 
80 000 MT. 
 
Tunisia  
Transplanting is finished in the Centre and in the Cap Bon regions and continues in the North and 
North-West regions. The total surface planted should be 18 200 ha (15 200 ha planted as of 2 
May). With a forecast yield of 60 MT/ha this would lead to a production of 1.1 million tonnes, of 
which 800 000 MT are intended for processing. Some in the industry believe final production will 
exceed this initial forecast. It is expected that 120 000 tonnes of double concentrate paste will be 
produced. Price of tomatoes is 130 DT/MT (64.3 €/MT) field gate. 
As of mid-May, weather conditions have been favourable for plant development. Some local 
incidence of tuta absoluta have been controlled by preventative and curative measures.   
 
Turkey 
Transplanting started in mid-April in the south and finished on time in this region. In the north 
where most of the crop is grown, there are delays of up to 3 weeks due to wet weather. The total 
surfaces expected should be planted but the delay could mean a later start with a riskier crop with 
lower yields. The forecast remains 2.4 million MT. 
 
Ukraine  
The weather is normal with temperatures around 20 to 23 °C and transplanting continues on 
schedule. The forecast remains 470 000 MT. 
 
 
Other WPTC countries 
 
Argentina  
The harvest in the main regions is almost done and final production should be close to 330 000 
MT.  
 
California 
The weather during planting has been ideal and reports from the field are that the crop 
development looks excellent for this time of year.  Expectations at this time are that harvest may 
begin a few days ahead of schedule. Unlike last year, the incidence of the Curly Top Virus is 
virtually non-existent and closer to normal levels. 
The next tonnage estimate is coming out Thursday and we will update the official number then. 
 
Canada 
So far spring has been cool and wet. Nothing planted at May 11th. 
 
China 
Up to now the surface for this season is around 1,010,000 mu (67333 ha) in total and the forecast 
remains as 5.75 million MT. The adverse climate conditions with snowstorm and strong wind in 
April have delayed the transplanting by 7-10 days. Now the transplanting is going on but the 
weather is cooler than normal in China’s growing regions. As of 15 May, transplanting work has 
finished by 95%, 40% and 60% in South Xinjiang, North Xinjiang and Inner Mongolia respectively. 
The plants have been growing slowly due to low temperature, which will lead to a concentrated 
peak season. Also a round of strong wind hit South Xinjiang again during May 8- 9 with 2000 mu 
acreage being affected. Now there is still uncertainty about whether all such acreage could be 
recovered due to the lack of tomato seedlings in greenhouse.   
 
South Africa 
Situation in South Africa basically the same as with previous forecast.  Crop in the south is nearly 
finished while crop in the North will be in full swing within the next 2 weeks – a delay of about 3 
weeks to get into peak production vs initially planned.   
No final answer yet on the way forward for Cape Concentrates in the Eastern Cape. 
 


